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Three major building 
projects announced
For the next couple of years, the 
sounds of construction will ring through 
the heart of the Andrews University 
campus. Recently, the Andrews Univer-
sity Board of Trustees voted and unani-
mously approved a finance and con-
struction plan for three major building 
projects: Buller Hall, Nethery Hall and a 
new residence hall. The combined price 
tag of all three projects is $17 million. 
The construction of the new $8.6 
million Buller Hall and a $3.2 million 
major renovation of the 70-year-old 
Nethery Hall will result in a new 
Undergraduate Learning Center. 
“The Undergraduate Learning Center 
will provide our students with a new 
educational experience, right in the 
heart of campus. It is a promise to offer 
our students the best Adventist college 
education we can provide under God, 
with the help of the most able faculty 
we can find,” says Niels-Erik Andreasen, 
president. “The Undergraduate Learn-
ing Center is our statement to students, 
‘Andrews is investing in you.’”
Buller Hall is named in honor of the 
lead donors, Allan and Mildred Buller 
of Ohio, both of whom are Andrews 
alumni and have served on advisory 
boards to administration for decades. 
With their donation and others, the 
total funds raised for this project is close 
to $6 million. Andreasen says the Office 
of Development is working to raise the 
additional $2.6 million, in hopes dona-
tions and gifts will entirely cover the 
cost of Buller Hall.
Demolition of Griggs Hall, im-
mediately followed by groundbreaking 
on Buller Hall, is scheduled to begin in 
early May 2010. Buller Hall will be con-
structed in an architecture style reflec-
tive of the collegiate Gothic architecture 
of Nethery Hall. The two buildings will 
be connected by an interior walkway 
and exterior courtyard that are both 
philosophical and practical. The bridge 
will tie together the departments and 
disciplines that make up the core of 
the undergraduate learning experience 
while also providing a protected walk-
way between the two buildings in times 
of inclement weather. Some other no-
table features of Buller Hall include an 
amphitheater-style classroom—bringing 
into one space the core undergraduate 
classes which are now spread through-
out the campus—a small chapel and 
academic departmental lobbies, some 
with fireplaces. 
The renovation of Nethery Hall is 
scheduled to begin immediately fol-
lowing Buller Hall’s completion in May 
2011. It includes installation of heat-
ing and air-conditioning, a complete 
renovation of restrooms, installation of 
energy-efficient windows and reno-
vation of office spaces. Nethery Hall 
renovations will be completed in August 
2011.
Although both are part of the 
Undergraduate Learning Center, Buller 
Hall and Nethery Hall are on separate 
project budgets. Construction of Buller 
Hall was originally projected to cost 
$9.4 million, though bids have come 
in at $8.6 million. The Nethery Hall 
renovations will cost $3.2 million. “This 
is a very good time to build things and 
a very good time to arrange financing,” 
said Andreasen. He added, “A board 
member said, ‘Andrews is either lucky or 
blessed.’ I choose to believe the second.”
Andreasen has also appointed a 
Quality Improvement Team charged 
with reviewing the undergraduate 
education experience at Andrews and 
proposing changes to make the under-
graduate education experience as high 
quality as the Undergraduate Learn-
ing Center. The team will consider the 
global learning opportunities available 
to students; the essentials of a uniquely 
Andrews University education; the 
resource allocation for faculty who teach 
the core undergraduate classes; and on-
going evaluation of the general educa-
tion curriculum. 
The third project, construction of 
a new as-yet-unnamed residence hall, 
will meet the growing housing needs of 
the graduate female student population. 
The new 35,000-square-foot hall will 
be constructed as a companion tower to 
Burman Hall. When Burman Hall was 
originally built, the infrastructure was 
put in place to later add a second tower, 
with both towers sharing a common 
lobby area. The five-story, 94-bed resi-
dence hall will offer private and shared 
suites, some with kitchen facilities. The 
cost is $5.8 million and construction is 
scheduled to begin in April, lasting ap-
proximately one year. 
Keri Suarez, media relations specialist, 




This is a rendering of the new Undergraduate Learning Center, with the new Buller Hall on the left connected via bridge to the renovated Nethery Hall on the right. 
